Golf Tip of the Month

Steve is playing in a tournament.  On the 16th hole, he pulls his approach shot well left of the green towards a bank that leads down to a water hazard.  A spectator deliberately deflects the ball, keeping it near the green where Steve has an easy pitch shot.  Should the ball be played as it lies?

NO.  Normally when an outside agency, such as a spectator, deflects or stops a ball in motion, the ball is played as it lies.  But a note under Rule 19-1 makes an exception if an outside agency purposely deflects or stops a ball.  In such a case, it’s up to the referee or committee to make an equitable ruling as to where the ball would have ended up; the player drops the ball at that spot.  This ruling goes into effect only if it’s clear the deflection or stop was purposeful.  If a spectator deflects a ball when he puts his hands up to protect himself from being hit, that’s not purposeful.

