Golf Tip of the Month

Bill and Gary are playing a four-ball match against Tom and Alan.  Gary is late, and Bill plays the first hole representing the side by himself, with his score counting against the better ball of the other two.  Gary arrives after the other three players have hit their tee shots on the second hole.  Gary then tees off and plays the second hole.  Gary makes a par, while Bill, Tom, and Alan make bogeys.  What is the ruling?

It is permissible for Bill to start the match without Gary.  A four-ball side may be represented by one partner for all or any part of the match; all partners need not be present (Rule 30-3a).  However, an absent partner may join a match only between holes, not during the play of a hole.

Since all three of the other players had teed off when he arrived, Gary joined the match during play of the second hole.  He incurs the general match-play penalty of loss of hole, which in a team match means he is disqualified from the hole.  The team halves the hole with Bill’s bogey—unless any of Gary’s strokes on the hole assisted Bill’s play, in which case Bill is also disqualified from the hole and the side losses the hole.

The general principal in four-ball matches is if a player’s breach of a Rule assists his partner’s play or adversely affects an opponent’s play, the partner incurs the applicable penalty in addition to the penalty incurred by the player.

