Golf Tip

The Embedded Ball Rule - Rule 25-2 can be used to tremendous advantage, allowing free relief from soggy ground conditions.  Rule 25-2 states that a ball “embedded in its own pitch-mark in the ground in any closely mown area through the green may be lifted, cleaned and dropped without penalty as near as possible to the spot where it lay but not nearer the hole.”  To obtain your free relief, break the Rule into segments:

1. There must be no question that your ball is embedded in “its own pitch-mark,” not another pitch-mark.

2. It must be “in the ground.”  The test for this is to see if an indication remains when the ball is lifted.

3. Unless modified by a local rule, you only get relief “in any closely mown area through the green.”  However, a local rule extending the Embedded Ball Rule to the rough as well as the fairway is typically in effect in the U.S.

4. If you suspect your ball may be embedded and would like to see for sure, you must first announce to your opponent or fellow competitor your intention to lift your ball and give her or him the opportunity to observe the procedure.

5. Before dropping the ball, never repair its pitch-mark or any other ground condition.

6. The ball must be dropped “as near as possible” to the pitch-mark but no nearer the hole.  Should you drop the ball back into the pitch-mark, you may re-drop.  Should the ball embed again as a result of dropping, you may re-drop.  If this happens twice, the ball should be placed.

