GOLF TIP OF THE MONTH

In stroke play, John plays his ball from a greenside bunker onto the green, where it ends up in Mike’s putting line.  Mike marks John’s ball and places it nearby on the green.  John, unaware that his ball was marked and moved, putts the ball from where it lies and holes out.  What is the ruling?

Since John did not know that Mike lifted his ball, John is not penalized (Decision 15-3/3).  If John becomes aware of the mistake before playing from the next tee, he is required to replace his ball on the correct spot, without penalty, and complete the hole.  If he learns of the mistake after playing form the next tee, his score stands and there is no penalty.

